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Master watchmaker Felix Baumgartner and iconoclastic watch designer Martin
Frei of Urwerk must be the horological Lennon and McCartney of our time.
Consistently rolling out mechanical hits since their brand’s inception in 1997,
anchored by the watches’ spacecraft-style aesthetic and a convention-breeching
satellite system movement, the buzz surrounding Urwerk has been growing
from the word go. This year, the pair’s stoc  look to rise even higher with
their new masterpiece, the 201. .

Nicknamed The Hammerhead for its clongated “ase and T- shaped sapphire
crystal case that resemble the cranial silhouette of hammerhead shark, the
201 is a step-up on all fronts — from updating the brand’s signature avant-
garde profile and propriety satellite movement, to parading an unprecedented
level of finishing and surface treatments.

At first glance, the 201 appears to be a mash-up fusing the aerodynamic
disposition of the earlier UR103 cases with a three-arm carousel time-indicating
satellite movement (as opposed to four-arms on previous models) first seen
in the Opus 5, Baumgartner’s 2006 collaboration with Harry Winston Fine
Timepieces. But as its creators point out, the devil’s in the details.

Like before, the mojo in 201 lies in its satellite time indicator. This time the
floating, cube-like hour indicators (four hour indicators on three satellite
arms) that glide across a minute track come with — get this — titanium telescopic
minute hands that slide smoothly in and out. This is so that they can precisely
adjust their length to follow the three vectors marking the minutes from 0

to 14, 15 to 44, and 45 to 60. »»
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Even more impressive are the ‘transporters’ that facilitate the hands” movements. Hidden
under the hour satellites, these transporters are coated with a special treatment called
MOVIC which eliminates the need for lubrication on those parts. In fact, Baumgartner
reveals that the rest of the carousel and satellite mechanism are also lubrication-free, thanks
to a PE-CVD coating that makes the parts hardier and more resistant to friction.

Flip the 201 over and Urwerk fans will be pleasantly surprised by tweaks to its ‘control
board’, famously equipped with a fine-tuning screw to regulate the movement’s performance.
While keeping to the race car instrument panel design like on earlier models, you now get
nifty extras like an ‘oil change’ indicator that informs you when the watch’s servicing due,
as well as a 100 Year Plus display that keeps track of the total hours of the movement’s
operation like a car odometer.

Visually, the 201 delivers an industrial-strength knock-out that no other brand is capable
of imitating. Organic yet tech-y, futuristic yet old school, the 201 is Urwek’s most aesthetically
complete model with highly legible displays that both inform and intrigue. Unlike previous
models, the 201°s crisp, angular armour frames a wide-open dial that conceals no secrets,
ensuring that the satellite system is paraded in all its full glory. At the dial bottom, the
minute track is book-ended by a 50-hour power reserve indicator on the left and a day/night
display on the right for great user-friendliness. Available in white and red gold, as well as
limited edition of 10 pieces each in platinum and black PE-CVD platinum.
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ROTATING CRROUSEL,
FLOATING SATELUTE ARMS,
SOMERSRULTING HOUR CUBES
AND RETRACTABLE MINUTE
HANDS MAKE THE URUERK
201 WORTHY OF THE
TRANSFORMERS. NICKNARMED
THE HAMMERHERD', ITS DARTH
VADER AESTHETICS SENDS
SHIVERS DOWIN THE SPINE




