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All Tornorrow's Complications
Urwerk Watches Are Haute Horloqerie As Modern Art

un 33 yea6 od, F€lix Balmgaftn$ is a legend in the wo.ld of
watchmaking. The Swiss cojounder of the barely ll year od
UMerk Baumgaftner & Fre/Gen€ve watch company is a third
generation watchmaker and was developing conrplicated

timeplecesfor major brand, by thetime he was 20.
As a chi d, Baumgartner spent hls days in his iather's renoration

ateller in Schaffhausen. "Wh€n was seven years old, I was aLready
rubbing the black patina oftime offold whee s to restore their mobility
by using a rag soaked if grease remover," he reca ls. At 17, Baumgadnel
hadgraduated frcm the watchmakinq schoolin solothl]m andwasdreaming
of oeating his own original brand a dream he brolght to fruition jun fve
yea6later with his brother,Ihomas, and desiqn partner Martin Frei.In 2003,
they unvei ed Utue 's famed UR 1 03 at Base wor d, gamering internationa
accla m for ts rcvo utionary system of satellites and camr whkh Ba!mgartner
connnuesto useand lmproveon today.

From h s ear ly  models {UB 102,  n lcknamed sputn ib uR 103;  and
the Harry Winston Opus 5, bulk in 2006) to the most recent llR-202
unveied th ls  year ,  Ba!mgartnef  has a sophist icated fo lowlng €ager ly
anticlpatinq hls nexr creations. He on y produces 100 or so watches

"We w€re nevef content to modiry yesterday's compications,
bul wanted 10 invent and craft compli.ations of tomonow says
Baurnqaftner. "The passion
ror rhe intrkate -d The COnCept iS
.omoet  me.han sms mv

,d-."r .no q,"ro,d rp, based on an lSth-
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aoore.rano. for futunsti.
," -noroa F drd ,.a"," Baumgartner
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with roots firmy planted
n halte horogerie, Baumgaftner has brought a futurstic edqe to his
limepie.es. The signature llF l03 seres is a sleek compicaton that
embodie5 uMerks approach. lt featu res the time lndication in an arcacross
the dla, enabled vla an ingenious mechanlcal orbiting three dimensional
sate lite system.The back oflhe watch has a controlboard r€mlnis.ent ofa
ca/s dash boad, with ndicatlon of the minute and se.onds, and a precision

ThenewenUF 202istheresukof yearsof rcsearch,experlmentation
:ndtest ing.Thewatch isatwin turb lneautornat ic thatof ferstees.opi .
minute hands extending and ret ract ing through !he midd e of  the
revolving ho!r sate lites. The concept ofemp oying fluid dynaml.s to
regu ate the rate of automatlc windlnq is based on an lSth century
method ofa rfrictlon that Baumgadner has harnessed and relined. By
us ng culting edg€ miniat!re twln turblnes (air compressors that can
be seen spinning on the back of  the watch)  co!p led wi th thewindlng
rotor, Bdumgartner has deftly brouqht the brand into the 2l st century
ofwatchmaklng.

Uwerkwatches retailfrom 560,000to 5400,000, with the averaqe


