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URWERK: Ancient origins
and futuristic technologies

When a man’s passion for his trade manages to transform material to the point
of giving rise to a new way of considering the universe of time, this is when a
mechanical object goes beyond its primary nature to become evidence of human

genius....

created by URWERK.

This is actually how one might describe the mechanical sculptures

Felix Baum-

Il their majesty

Founded in 1997, URWERK stems from the
desire of a very young and brilliant watch-
maker to free himself from the classical codes
governing the reading of time, to rethink and
revisit ways of expressing this within his field
of competence. This rather unusual approach
could be the result of an over-sized ego, the
projection of a wish to differentiate himself
from the rest of his profession. However, noth-
ing like this motivates this watchmaker, who
ives his passion with a modesty that speaks
volumes about his genius.
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Founded URWERK with Baumgartner's brother Thomas
in 1997. The first model, the URWERK 101 was
developed in the first year of the company's operation.
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have used it have mostly appealed to
him in developing their models.

Model 103.07: a
conical planetarium

H aving achieved iconic status be-
cause there are enough that are
being worn on the wrists of the movers
and the shakers among watch trendset-
time indication. ters, this model is the latest expression

eye-catching power. Besides, not a day
goes by without an owner of this type
of watch deciding to wear it instead of e %

another, because with this one on this NS
Calibre 201 wrist he knows for sure that real watch
Known as the "Hammerhead S enthusiasts will not fail to notice it.

One has to admit that Martin Frei cer-
tainly moved off the beaten track and

.|

designed a case radiating a power that
appears to be held in check. As if ready
to leap from the wrist, it boldly offers
a wide field of display, not so much to
improve its legibility, as to afford the in-
tensely personal pleasure of seeing the
arms of the central framework slowly
sliding to perform a full rotation every
four hours. There is no need to be a
scholar to grasp this, since each sat-
ellite carries three numbers and spins
through an angle of 120° with each ro-
tation in order to present the right figure
in front of the segment carrying the pre-
cise minute scale.

Precision mechanics

hatever people say, watchmaking

can certainly look forward to some
wonderful times ahead of it as long as
there are passionate people like Felix
Baumgartner setting new challenges
for themselves and for their art. Who
would have thought it possible that
the well-regulated rotation of satel-
lites weighing 160 times more than an
hour hand, before actually seeing them
gravitate within this subtle case with
its cleverly ribbed dome? To reduce
friction and avoid loss of energy, the
watchmaker chose to make the non-
suspended parts from a light alloy. He
selected materials such as ‘aviation-
style’ aluminium for the satellites that
are set into rotation by ‘Maltese cross-
es’ and carried by a patented Carousel
machined out of titanium. The whole »
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Felix Baumgartner

URWERK watches
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the model without having to take it apart.
Available in an 18-carat white or red
gold case, this marvel of precision has
been joined by another, endowed with
an arrestingly futuristic appearance de-
rived from the maritime world and from
‘stealth’ high technology.

Calibre 201: pre-futurism

his is a new expression, and one

that people will doubtless remem-
ber in that it precisely expresses Felix
Baumgartner's attitude toward ‘recrea-
tional” watchmaking.
To a casual observer, the 201 watch,
as seen in detached parts on a work-
bench, does look particularly complex.
But these demure appearances are de-
ceptive, because many of the exquisitely
crafted parts are hidden inside the Car-
ousel with a matte black finish that gives
it an especially virile appearance. Eve-
ryone at URWERK calls this piece the
‘Hammerhead Shark’ because of the
fin-shaped profile of the cambered sap-
phire crystal ... It owes this name to its
impressive aura of raw power. One quite
clearly gets the sense of wearing a frag-

Zoom

Model 103.07

A watch that has achieved iconic status
by being worn on the wrists of movers and
shakers among watch trend setters.

ment of a B2 stealth bomber... the kind
of aircraft that are impossible to counter.
In a war of a different kind, one might in-
deed say the same of a timepiece such
as this: the 201 represents such an im-
pressive watchmaking accomplishment
that competitors might as well give up at-
tempting to match it. Those who are fa-
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thing ingenious that is not immediately
apparent simply by watching it turn at the
of 120° each hour.

In fact, the retractable or telescopic
minute hands with their distinctly wasp-
like appearance (accentuated by the
greenish-yellow shade of their Luminova
coating and the black PECVD surface
treatment) exactly follow the minute track
which is distinguished by two sharp an-
gles that enable one to observe them be-
ing retracted. Actually, all the mechanical
parts including the patented Carousel are
set in motion by the transporter, a sort of
cam feeler-spindle so complex to make
that it called for a dedicated lubrication
system ensuring it does not use up too
nuch of the energy required to push the
pointed component held back by a tu-
bular spring with a thread diameter of 70
microns. As one might expect, the two
elements that are visible on the angles of
the piece are the power reserve on the
left, and the day/night indicator.

The magic back...

L|i»<_e its contemporaries, the 201 also
features a complex back including
the main characteristics of the 103.07
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series. These include the ‘oil-change’
indicator informing the owner that a
service is due; and the fine-tuning screw
enabling him to vary the gain or loss by
around 30 seconds. Moreover, a new in-
dicator has appeared on this extremely
complex back requiring a number of ad-
ditional parts: the chronometric odom-
eter. So, what is this new information?
Simply an indicator of the cumulative us-
age of the watch which cannot be reset
to zero; it too is connected to the winding
crown and not to the calibre. Thanks to
this small indicator, it will be possible a
hundred years from now to know wheth-
er this watch has been worn on the wrist
for 12 years, 35 years or 60 years...

Models like this make it easy to believe
that watchmaking is not a real profession,
but instead an adventure playground for
incredibly creative geniuses! fii

201

The 201 features a complex back including the main
characteristics of the 103 series. These include the
‘oil-change' indicator, and the fine tuning screw,
and a new indicator: the chronometric adometer.
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