


COMPUCI:ITION

Born under the sign of Pisces, this is no ordinary man. Entirely in his element when surrounded by

water, having grown up by a smalilaRe, sailing is in the blood of Swiss-born Martin Frei. One half of

the duo that founded URWERK,the horological house that has shaRen up the staid world of haute

horlogerie through its audacious timepieces that reveal an ingenious way of 100Ring at time,

Frei is also the creative heart of the team. Having explored sculpture, painting and video, he has

transposed his artistic vision into the universe of watch design. And what better way to manifest

his maritime love affair than by creating "a watch made for men who love the sea," says Frei.

His starting point for the creation of the 201,which displays time through a revolving satellite

complication, stemmed from his artistic bacRground. He reveals, "As a visual artist, I tend to 100R

at the world which nature creates and - in it, as a part of it - at what we create as sources

of inspiration." Not only must the design be original, straightforward, crafted with passion and

functional, it must incorporate a certain Rind of magic. As such, the bringing to life of the 201was

a dream come true for Frei, much as boats "designed and crafted with the ambition to create the

finest possible, they too bring to reality something that generally only exists in dreams or films".

The Rnife-edged lines of the 201'Scase recall the sharply cut curves and flat planes of the 118

WallyPower, a luxury stealth superyacht with narrow, angUlar contours. Explaining his vision, Frei

divUlges, "The history of timeReeping is tightly connected to the history of navigation. I always

thinR of a watch as a tool that helps us to navigate in time. The most perfect allegorical image

for navigating in time is if you picture yourself standing on top of a 118100Ring at the sea and

the great wide-open hori20n; of course, you

would wear a 201on your wrist."

50, can we expect more marine-inspired

watches from URWERK in the future? Only

time will tell. Frei replies, "I am sure about it. I

am a big fan of sUbmarines, for instance. But

then again, I am also fascinated by airplanes,

spy tools, mechanical calculators, film and

photo cameras, robots, satellites, other time

machines ... We will see."
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