BY THEODORE DIEHL

Maenum

pus V

Harry Winston's innovative series closes with a much-discussed timepiece that
rekindles the long-gone history of genuine horological daring

- '-' LS SCTICS Al HI‘!’. 1'\xl'l:.lll-! il |: iri [II.|- |-|:..'- meant B | |-||| CRInce most of r|-,, :1_-,-,-|-,;|._-;';-, CeNrry s
||*~. for the n T |'l. INg anyway, e |-\-1! its final horol gIcil acnvity wis spent on thi process of minia
culmination i|.-' fifth model in the SETICS turizing the mechanical Parts o exisnng wocker war ||

shown this year at BASELWORLD, OF the five ( ‘]'u-- Pri- movements, not creatinge new myventions, )

ductions, it must certainly be said thar Opus 3 and the What | am gerring at here is that despite all the

present model Opus V take the cake for daring and in-  novelties presented each year a D, Geneva

MV Al and environs, we are essentially living in a world of

et formed the eyclonic eve ol logical monoculture. Alas, we don't even know it

r i i 1 1
..I!'-"I-II':I.'!'I:!!I-!ll.\'\'..!'-.:---:-.1|' T .|II.:._l.-|-|| Use W are oo busy wy nderimnye |.|,:'|.r||.| o By ||'1

llector Websites on the Internet se gold version with champagne dial or the previous

» danger of peneralizrtion, the knowl lee of model with the lighr eray dial ad of the dark oray

Al ' cvVEn many wall !llll'l‘"-’\ ihout 'l""|'. ! e |: 1% |-'!'|| Lme i]l.'f II?II'II. wils general Il_-.|-'|l'r-||I'.l.'--f

] 1 v P - | P - Ef i | I | . T .

COMAKINE 15 teniumes « '.'-=.|-'-"||||. ul sometimes the fact thar a truly b althy ||l||l:-'-'_|-__i|-.||'.||.'|.r|||_r|r toir
! i :

NECIEATH-SIVIISTIC stnse of the centunes of tra- I| i I|'|-_'||i.l|'!|- '! '.-.||-.|'.l._:||,|'_ 15 O 1T W :_.'|!|'.,,||.||-.'.,_~\-,;-,

nbelievable innovations thar went on  reipns. Diversity is the very DNA for the future survival
gof Close to the modern wristwanch of the industry and the mechanical wonders we enjo

icts are this: The twentieth century w 1% andl L nd fortunes of
=1, TSl :--'-:|||; I -..'1-'.| 1m |__":I.|:"|I (& ||I i .||'\"' nae mean I|: IL evien _|.|.'|||': I|||.||_LL|.||."'
N -.--I‘-'!."fa.-.l L I-'}l Previous Ceniuries 1!'-'.'I:| fi':--'-: is a1 marvel or I|:-.|I Vi |. Wi [ |||._|, it |1'--x'.|-'~|.-r. ~..|._||.
, plucking their lutes, singing bawdy songs  creations do deserve our full intellecrual artention

INIng w ith their fingers d Irng the Renaissance Woarches, d SR their mund:an and usehul n rure, share

Wi -|" '-"-l v, L -I'-!Ill IrLIes '-"||.:|.II'r E'I.I i Yo |-II|I| |'|~|. |'i-. 15503, @ Van

1 more ideas abour horology th

in
|

-|:'Z-.-.==L-II'| STAr Chant ||!-!|'. Ibors and |'|;'!-. |--|-'r.||l '.".':”‘.ll;'-.l.'l E.-li |||||'; !'|;| SAIME alret ||,-'.:'|'_'
| warches are Li ] had a brush with Cubism. Ir is the view-changing exp.
' whar was a idy invent xicl ricnce that counts. And the ( pus V fies that hill |'||'\.||\.

word | r||:;'||!|.-|'. is d eratcly N MMy OPIron

INTERMATIOMAL WATCH




Harry Winston’s Opus V
In rose gold: Innovative
and eye-catching.
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A New Way to Tell Time
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Winston stipulated at the begin-
ning was the brand's trademark lugs.
It was very much a ream effore; we
presented our basic design and tech-
nical drawings and Harry Winston
designed the back of the warch as
well as making major contriburions
to the case. For example, the dis-
tinctive crown protector was Harry
Winston's idea. It provided valuable
imput throughout the project.

Were there any major technical
challenges?
The retrograde mechanism was not
easy to develop. Traditionally a ret-
rograde mechanism is controlled
from its center; however, we had the
satellire system filling that space. As
far as we were aware, nobody had
made a successful rerrograde mech-
ANESIN E-'l"l.l'rl..‘ [k'lrlll \!|L1 (BTN ]1.|\'i' 5 |
pivor point of its own, so we had no
reference to work from. We even-
tually worked out how it could be
done in theory and then had the
problem of finding somebody who
could make the special ball bearing
thar circles the satellite and that
the minure hand runs on. That was
very difficulr because it has a very
large diamerer, yer was exrremely
flar. It was not certain it could be
made. Even the traction spring thar
returns the minute hand pushed the
very limits of what was rechnically
possible to manufacture

While the general public was
fascinared by the look of the Opus V
and the revolving sarellives, watch-
makers who saw the warch knew
that the retrograde mechanism was
a real horological accomplishment.

And whose idea was it to do that
retrograde minute?

The Opus series has always been
about fusing the DNA of Harry
Winston with an independent
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“I had no idea how hard it |

would be to realize when I first

proposed the complication.”
—Felix Baumgartner

watchmaker, and Biisser had put
thar in our minds ar the starr.

| came up with the idea of a ret-
rograde minute thinking it would
create a good synergy berween the
satellives of Urwerk and the retro-
grades Harry Winston is well known
for. | had no idea how hard it would
be to realize when | first proposed
the complication (laughing).
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The minute hand bounces slightly
after it springs back into position
Is that deliberate or because of its
'."-"E'Ig"lt?

It is very deliberate. The hand is
not as heavy as it looks and we
put a special little shock-absorber
spring there especially to create that
bounce. It adds a bit of fun and does
no harm to reliabiliry.

Why is the minute hand to the left
of the hour indicator when we
usually read time from hours to
minutes?

There are a number of reasons
for that. Technically
it made sense on the
lefr. Aesthetically
it helps to bal-
ance the visual
weight of the
hour satellites
on the right.
However, a

principal reason is thar we knew from
l'hl‘ fl..‘bl‘ﬁ'ﬁ_']"i O OUr Own watc h'n."-\.i
that people like to see rime indica-
rors move in a clockwise direction.
"lkl-'rllil [I'lC e hiinl..l on I'E'H: iE'Ft,, It
traces a clockwise arc along with the
hour satellites.

The finish of many of the plates
and parts, such as the satellites, is
very special. Under certain lights
the metal looks like sparkling mar-
ble. How do you do that?

That is a secret (smuling). It is a mi-
cro sandblasting rechnique thar is
one of the essential elements of the
Urwerk look. 1 like it very much.

Whenever | turn over an Urwerk
watch | always find a surprise, and
the Opus V is no exception. Where
did the service indicator idea come
from?

It just came to me one night and
seemed to fit perfectly with the

Left The sateliite systemn with springs that allow it to
rotate in reverse and deliver a deliberate playful
bounce to the minute hand when returning to 2erg
Below: Baumgartner at work

control board concepr of our
warches. Functions that are use-
ful, but not needed on a J'.lihr basis,
can be fitted into the control board
leaving the dial free of clutter and
easier to read.

I imagine there must have been
considerable pressure from Harry
Winston to deliver on time

The whole team; absolutely ev-
'.‘r'!u'hlJLI"p' IT'I\'“E\'L'E.L wurku-_{ Yery
well together and pulled the whole
thing forward. It was a real pleasure
to be part of it and working with
Bisser and Harry Winston was very
smooth.

And what’s next for Felix Baum-
gartner and Urwerk? Will we see
an Urwerk-branded Opus V in the
future?

For the rest of the year we will be
husy making the Opus V's as well
as producing our own 103.03. The
Opus V is the Opus V and there will
not be another. We have many ideas
for the future and I am sure some-
thing good will evolve from the
project (smiling).

lan Skellern is a maodervator at

ThePuristS.com and Swiss correspon-
dent for International Warch. ]

The Opus ' may have the largest
retrograde minute hand ever made,
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