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Urwerk:

All the calculations in the movement

Each Urwerk watch is an intensely personal expression of the brand’s
philosophy - from the initial design and production to the assembly, testing and
even the packaging of the finished timepiece, Felix Baumgartner tells
Arnold Pinto, in an exclusive interview in Geneva

ince 1997, Felix Baumgariner and
SMa!tin Frei have prided themselves
on the freedom of being exclusive in
iheir Haute Horlogerie endeavours as part of
Urwerk. According to Baumgartner, it is not
Urwerk’s goal fo establish a large collection
of models. Instead, the independent brand's
endeavour is the search for new expressions
of mechanical timekeeping, the hwwry of
freedom and the exclusivity it creates and
looking forward into the future in order to
reinvent and rediscover new time environ-
ments. It is these aspirations that are at the
centre of the duo’s watchmaking ambition.

It is also against this backdrop that
Baumgariner insists that all Urwerk creations
are unique series pieces that will not be
repeated. In Urwerk’s philosophy, every new
walch series builds upon the foundations laid
down before it.

Baumgariner was bom into a world filled
with horology - as his grandfather was a
noted watchmaker, and his father a world-
renowned expert in antique clocks. He rem-
iniscences how his childhood years were
filled with the sounds of well over 50 clocks
daily sounding the hours in his family home.

After completing an apprenticeship in
watchmaking at Solothum Technical College
in Switzerdand, Baumgariner joined Svend
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Andersen in his atelier in Geneva where they
collaborated on various watchmaking pro-
jects from 1995 to 1997. As a master
watchmaker, Baumgartner has also worked
on just about every complication and grand
complication imaginable while in the service
of Patek Philippe and Vacheron Constantin.

Urwerk was officially born in 1997 when
Baumgartner presented his first watch - the
UR 101 - at the Basel Fair - at the age of
only 20.

Both Baumgariner and Frei draw their
mativation from wanting to introduce new
indications of time in a watch - with new
styles of finishing and denoting new direc-
tions in Haute Horlogerie.

Baumgartner recalls: "To be honest, when
we started making our watches in 1997,
people did not understand anything about
our watches. They said we were crazy to
portray a new indication of time and they
added that it was ‘not Haute Horlogerie'.
Our new style of telling the time was very dif-
ficult for people to comprehend in the
1990s.

“However, in 2001, people started to be
more acceptable to new ways of telling the
time and also to new styles of traditional
Haute Horlogerie. When | say traditional
Haute Horlogerie, | mean Cotes de GenEve

finishing, tourbillons and other standard
complications. Today, any watch company
that wants to give credibility to its movement
introduces tourbillons and other complica-
tions. Urwerk has never done all this - there-
by we have created our own watchmaking
culture. We do not make normal things. In
the past three years, people, including col-
lectors, have started to recognise our work
and we are now very successful.”

Urwerk's very nature embodies the spirit
of inquisitiveness, so it is naturally interested
in horological challenges and adventures.
Therefore, it came as no surprise that when
Harry Winston Rare Timepieces approached
Urwerk with the proposal of a united collab-
oration on a new watch for their Opus col-
lection, a concept rapidly materialised and
the project was initiated with enthusiasm.
The result was the Opus 5, of which Urwerk
produced 100 pieces - from A to Z - at its
atelier in Geneva,

Only producing an average of 200 watch-
es a year, Baumgartner states that the
demand for Urwerk watches is extremely
high in the Arabian Gulf countries, so much
so, that retailers in the region literally plead
for the brand's watches, with Urwerk being
unable to meet this huge demand, due fo its
limited annual production.



