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Felix Baumgartner

URWERK’s unique creations are the result of a highly personal

vision of timekeeping, uniting classical watchmaking with new 

technology and solutions. For this particular combination, Geneva

is the perfect choice for a workshop location, and that is where

you will find us.

Martin Frei

With its rich history of watchmaking tradition spanning centuries,

Geneva has long harbored talented artisans. Perhaps that is 

why the expertise found in Geneva today traverses the gamut from 

traditional artisanal trades such as hand engraving and enameling to

the production of micro engineered parts and even nanotechnology.

Such a broad matrix provides the perfect background for URWERK’s

ideas to thrive freely and take flight. URWERK is only available via

selected dealers, chosen for their understanding of our timepieces

and their ability to serve our clients in the best possible manner. 

URWERK - The Company

Designer Martin Frei

URWERK in MOSCOW

Geneva

URWERK’s orbital

satellite time

indication system as

designed and built

for the opus V

Sketches of an early prototype URWERK watch  
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Master Watchmaker Felix Baumgartner Watchmaker-Team Sebastian and Serge

URWERK at Work 

In URWERK’s well-resourced atelier, watchmaker Felix Baumgartner,

designer Martin Frei, and a small group of highly trained assistants,

work to insure that each watch is an intensely personal expression

of URWERK’s philosophy- from the initial design and production to

assembly, testing and even the packaging of the finished timepiece.

For those searching for the extreme in exclusivity, URWERK’s love

of challenges ensures that virtually any type of customization is

possible, including: engraving, enameling and jewelery setting.

This offers the possibility of realizing completly original and

unique timepieces. 

Urwerk 103 unique piece

Many of URWERK’s seminal ideas began with a spark of inspiration

found during travels across the globe exploring the architecture

and art of other cultures, as well as the remains of ancient 

civilizations.
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The top of the case has been opened up to the heavens; much in the same way the roof of an observatory

opens to give the astronomer’s telescope a full view of the stars. This seemingly simple development is

the result of much experimentation; as the sapphire glass used in the window of the UR-103.03 is so 

completely unique that it was nearly impossible for us to develop techniques to create it. The effect of

this new window is exceptionally dramatic; the orbital cross has become visible to the user, which means

that not only the present time is visible, but also the approach of the future and the passage of the 

past are evidenced by the satellites approaching and departing from the 60-minute hour arc at the front. 

*Ur-103
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A new generation of 

haute horlogerie

Urwerk 103.03

White Gold

URWERK - The Watch
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Urwerk 103.03

Pink Gold

This is an experience and sensation of

timekeeping and time unlike any other

that exists, and it represents a powerful

and clear statement of URWERK’S

philosophy towards timekeeping. The

orbital cross has now been given very

fine detailing along the center of the

arms and the round platforms from

which the satellites hang suspended.

Case outlines and the surface texture

of the UR-103.03 have also become more

powerful and bold. Paired grooves in

the gold or platinum surfaces create a

new sensory experience of the unique

and complex curvature of the case.

The UR-103.03 represents a further

development of the *UR-103 both:

mechanically and visually. It is available

in 18-carat white gold or pink gold.
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URWERK - The Time

9:00

9:51

8:476
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The orbital cross carries four hour-satellites, one at the end of each

arm, suspended in the air. They are governed by internal Geneva crosses

of titanium placed on the underside of each satellite. These crosses

were specially chosen for their low-friction mechanical properties, and

although simple in appearance, they must be manufactured with extremely

high tolerances in order to work effortlessly.

Satellite one holds numbers 1, 5 and 9, satellite two carries the numbers

2, 6, 10. Satellite three carries the numbers 3, 7, 11 and satellite four

holds the numbers 4, 8, 12. This configuration allowed designer Martin

Frei freedom to place the numbers on the slanting sides of the hour

satellites, allowing the user an unencumbered view of the time without

having to turn the wrist. In addition, the improved weight distribution of

the orbital cross system insures greater synchronicity of the movement.

Orbital

satellites

Orbital

cross

URWERK - The Caliber

Underside view of

the satellites with

their individual

Geneva crosses

Fine detailing along the

arms of the orbital cross

The timescale also has

luminous hour and 

5-minute indexes

Orbital

satellite

The numbers on the

satellites are in

Superluminova for

nighttime visibility
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Indication 

scale
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Felix Baumgartner

Underneath each satellite

disc there is a titanium

Geneva cross turning 

each  satellite disc one

digit every four hours

URWERK - The Caliber 3.03

The functioning of the movement is marvelous in its simplicity. Taking 9 o’clock as an example,

after passing 9:59 it will be another 4 hours before the same disc will take its position on

the timescale. During this 4-hour time span, the Geneva cross under the satellite will engage

with a special pin, causing it to turn slowly to the number 1. Before, the number 9 of this

satellite was positioned in the length of the cross; now the number 1 will be in its place. 

The identical principle applies to the other three satellites. This is why the hours are grouped

4 hours apart on each disc.
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9

Unique crown construction with 

three rubber gaskets ensuring water

resistance and ease of handling during

winding and time setting operations

Technical Specification

Caliber UR-3.03

- Manual winding movement

- Unique triple baseplate construction in 

ARCAP P40, black PVD coated 

- Time satellite indication

- Movement built with low-friction 

Geneva cross system

- 21,600 vph (3 Hz)

- Superluminova for hours, minutes and 

five-minute markers

- High strength, specially constructed 

winding system

- Hour satellites in grade 2 titanium with 

black PVD coating

- Orbital cross in grade 2 titanium

Taken from traditional 18th

century watchmaking, while

projecting it firmly into 

the 21st century, the parts

are micro-sandblasted and

then polished with fine

cashemere.
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precision 

adjustment 

function

▼

1. 2. 3.

Power 

Reserve

This function allows the possibility of fine adjust-

ing the watch’s timing forwards or backwards up to

30 seconds per day. This means the watch can be

adapted to the ever-changing requirements of

lifestyle such as work, vacations and sporting envi-

ronments, which may influence the watch’s regula-

tion. The adjustment screw, specifically created with

a half-slotted head pointing to a surrounding scale,

has been specially placed within a sunken quarter

arc segment that more clearly defines its function.

The 43 hour power reserve indicator is

displayed in its own recessed sapphire

glass window.

Precision timing

regulation via the

specially designed

adjustment screw

and scale

▼

▼

1. To Set the time, one must turn the crown in the oppo-

site direction of the winding, 2. then gently pull it out.

3. Once the time is set, push the crown back to its original

position.

Time setting 

& Winding

The precision adjustment function

1
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1

chrono

meter

The underside of the watch reveals a titanium control board with innovative functions.

The control board gives the user a direct view of additional information to that on the

dial side of the watch. 

It conveys these details directly from the very heart of the movement, supplying a clear

and exact view of the passing seconds and parts of minutes, as well as the amount of

power contained within the winding barrel. User access to the movement’s regulation is

also provided.

The finishing of this control board has been given special attention in order to visually

accentuate the different functions and to provide contrast to the shapes of the case and

crown. Its ergonomic layout has been designed to insure that the underside of the watch

fits against the wrist comfortably and does not abrade against the skin. The front strap

lug carries each individual watch’s serial number. 

The UR 103 movement’s satellites display the time accurately; how-

ever, when setting the time the exact minutes and seconds are needed.

The chronometer window in the center of the control board provides

this information.
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URWERK - The Control Board
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Ur               Sumerian Astronomer Planetarium

URWERK - The Philosophy

Alchemist at workWerk

Giving form to ideas that are 6,000 years old is a challenge, the kind of challenge URWERK enjoys. We dropped

all our preconceptions and decided to create a time machine: starting with a blank piece of paper and tracing

ancient perceptions of time evolving into a contemporary world. Free rein was given to these concepts as well

as the freedom to arouse emotions. A URWERK creation would not just have to look good, it would also have to

bring a bit of the ancient stargazer and adventurer back to our interior consciousness. The result was the

UR-101, whose case shape directly echoed the streamlined shape of Han Solo’s Millennium Falcon. Recalling the

shadow column of Ur, this watch needed no hands to tell the time. Instead, a rotating sapphire glass portal,

describing a celestial arc, revealed the hours, quarters and minutes in the course of its subtle passage. The

concept was now a reality, and although the UR-101 quickly sold out, the foundation of URWERK was set.

Space odyssey 2001 The Time Machine

Ur-Werk.

Ur: source, beginning, essence, the first, the original. WERK: to work, create, evolve, shape, forge, to arouse

emotions. In the German language, these words Ur and Werk each contain an entire range and layer of meanings.

When you place them together, the resulting product is more than just the sum of the separate parts. URWERK

is not just a name: it is a definition of a holistic philosophy about watchmaking; the concept that a wristwatch

should reflect more dimensions than just the time. Because we think timekeeping is just the beginning of what 

a watch should be....

Ur

Everything created in the present can trace its origins to some earlier example, an essential beginning. The city

of Ur, whose very name forms the etymological root of the German word, was such a watershed source. This was

the very place where our perception of time was molded by an ancient civilization whose influence still shapes

the way we view and use time today. 6,000 years ago, the obelisks of Ur made the passing of the sun’s shadows

visible over the ground, thus unveiling the mysteries of the earth’s movements through space. The passage of

time became a tool of civilization. It was judged by the inhabitants of Ur, the Sumerians, that the passage of these

shadows should encompass a rhythm of 12 separate units, marking one of the basic premises of our present system

of time partitioning. They governed their day and marked the passage of the months, seasons and years by observing

the orbits of the planets and the positions of the stars. Their timekeeper was the universe that surrounded them.

Mayan Cosmology
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